
1 
 

 

 

 

WOULD I LIE TO YOU? 
NEWS ∙ EDITORIALS ∙ SPORTS ∙ MOVIES ∙ RESTAURANTS ∙ CARTOONS 

“QUIET NUMBSKULLS, I’M BROADCASTING” 

“START THE PRESSES!” 

 
 
 
The autobiography of my first 77 years is currently being printed and will be available soon!   
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Burt Cohen review for Minneapolis Club Newsletter 
 
In the Grill, at 12:30pm, approximately three weeks ago, just as I was about to dip my spoon into a cup of 
Butternut Squash soup; timid, humble, soft-spoken Gary Fink nailed me.  Approaching my table with his 
cane, sheaf of papers, and a maroon pillow, he announced, “I just wrote my autobiography and I need you 
to write a review—a really upbeat, positive, flattering review for the Minneapolis Club magazine.  They need 
it by Tuesday. 
 
“Wait a minute, wait a minute”, I said. “There’s absolutely no way I can do that, whoever you are.  First of 
all, it means I’d have to read the book, which makes the whole idea a non-starter. Besides, the club doesn’t 
have a magazine, it has a newsletter, and the newsletter doesn’t contain book reviews—a very wise policy.” 
 
What I failed to remember, as I sat there watching my soup get cold, was that Mr. Fink, prior to his 
retirement, had been the most successful salesperson in the long history of the Prudential Life Insurance 
Company, and that you don’t become the most successful insurance salesman in history by taking “no” for 
an answer. 
 
“I’ll loan you a copy of the book,” he said, “but don’t get smudge marks on it because I won’t be able to give 
it to my brother-in-law for his birthday, although he has macular degeneration and maybe wouldn’t notice.”  
And with that, he handed me a book, walked away clutching his pillow and leaving me with cold soup and 
wondering why it was that I like to have lunch at the club. 
 
It was when he phoned me early that evening and asked, “Did you read it yet?” that I realized my life would 
not be my own until I wrote the review, so I sat down in my big chair, opened the book to chapter one and 
promptly fell asleep.  When I awoke, I began to read, all through the night and most of the next day, 
canceling appointments with my banker (she had left a message about tardy payment problems) and my 
doctor, who was  inquiring about a missing specimen container, in order to finish the entire 300-page book.  
It was a fairly slow read because I had to keep stopping to laugh, laugh, laugh at the situations, anecdotes, 
language, cartoons and jokes.  
 
It turns out Mr. Fink’s book, The Power of Positive Phynque-ing/ The Autobiography of an Absolute 
Nobody, is hilarious.  It’s filled with characters who kept reminding me of You Can’t Take It With You, 
except these characters, parents, relatives, friends, are all real.  It’s filled with adventures and experiences 
as colorful and interesting as they are zany.  It’s filled with the philosophy and techniques that really did 
result in making Gary Fink the all-time leading sales leader from a group of approximately one and a half 
million sales reps for the Prudential Life Insurance Company, an astounding achievement.  And yes, he 
tells how he did it. 
 
It’s filled with endless numbers of jokes stolen from some of America’s greatest comics, along with original 
cartoons and illustrations.  And finally, it’s filled with stories about Gary’s devotion to philanthropic causes, 
his deep concern for animals and nature, and his touching an refreshing take on what it all means. 
 
This is a light, fast-paced view of what makes this extraordinarily multi-dimensional, successful, witty, 
generous and definitely imperfect man tick.  Read it and you’ll laugh and you’ll learn a lot and have a 
different picture of this longtime Minneapolis Club member who walks around with a maroon pillow. 
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Cost of war 

Sgt. Robert Bales and the cost of war 

 
Karl Marlantes, author, decorated Marine and a 
Vietnam veteran, was recently interviewed on 
Minnesota Public Radio by Kerri Miller about the cost 
of war in light of the accusation that Staff Sgt. Robert 
Bales killed 16 Afghan civilians. 
 
Here is a transcript of that interview: 

Miller: Karl Marlantes knows about the toll that multiple 
deployments in a war zone can take on a soldier.  In the preface 
to his new book, “What It’s Like to Go to War”, he writes, “The violence of combat assaults psyches, 
confuses ethics and tests souls”. Mr. Marlantes is a decorated Marine and a writer and he joins us this 
morning from Washington State.   Karl it’s a pleasure to talk with you again. 
 
Marlantes: Thank you 
 
Miller: We don't know many of the details of what happened in that Afghan village but I'm very 
interested in the questions that came to your mind when you heard the details of the case. 
 
Marlantes: Well,you know the first thing that happen is just another of the great sorrows war that these 
sorts of things happen. We know they do and it’s just I’ve always said I’m not a pacifist but you’ve got to 
be very sure you enter into warfare you’re going to see very ugly things like this.  Sixteen dead Afghan’s 
and their families and this soldier who is going to be punished and I think that you know I have all a lot 
of thoughts about it.  I mean four tours and he snapped is what it looks like to mean.  I can’t make a 
judgment on that you know without hearing all the evidence but you cannot that somebody could do 
that time and time again, but I'm thinking of is this, in World War II that 25% of the casualties were 
psychological that's because there was no way out except winning the war or getting wounded so the 
psyche says how am I going to get out of this.  In Vietnam and it went to 2%. Why? 13 month tours, 12 
for the army and you knew if you did your tour you were probably done. So you could hang on.  Multiple 
tours? I was talking to a kid who has done seven.  At what point does the psyche say, I’m out of here?  
And I think it is something that we as a people need to think about seriously.  We sent them to war, we 
pay the taxes and we’re seeing a tiny percentage of the population carrying the entire load so I think this 
kid snapped. 
 
Miller: When you say that and I think this is also the term that the lawyer has used, what do we really 
mean from the soldiers point of view 
 
Marlantes: Well, it’s really hard for me to say because I can’t get into a mind like that.  I know that I 
experienced rage when I was in combat and I can remember one time taking my K-bar, a large knife and 
attacking a plant, I just destroyed it.  Something had to come out, just an enormous amount of tension 
and responsibility. I mean a twenty-three year old; I didn’t know what was going on. I know that just 
happened to me.  Luckily for me I was not in a state where I was going to go off and kill people in some 
village. I do remember that happening to me because things just boiled over and exploded after months 
of combat and I don't think that we should be surprised, I meant road rage is very evident in this 

Sgt. Robert Bales 
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country, people do boil over, you give them weapons and put them in situations like that the very same 
kind of psychological thing has horrible, horrible consequences. 
 
Miller: You have a chapter in your book titled, “Numbness and Violence” and we talked about this when 
you were here that you write about how the shadow of the violence that you’ve witnessed and maybe 
participated and never leaves you. That's why you I think you think of it as a shadow? 
 
 
Marlantes: Well, the use of the word shadow there, you will often will project your own darkness, things 
you’ve repressed, the thing you don’t like about yourself on other people.  We do it very commonly. You 
know he’s lazy. Well I’m a little lazy.  That’s what I was talking about shadow and I think the numbness 
comes and it’s almost like a projection, but the protection at some  point falls apart.  You can look at 
your enemy as sort of a non-human.  It’s the only way that we get decent kids to kill our country’s 
enemies. You’re raised thou shall not kill, how can you pull the trigger.  You sort of fool yourself when 
you’re in combat that it’s some sort of animal that is attacking you or your friends.  It’s not really a 
human.   Well you go in to that situation and then back to the States and oh gosh everybody is human 
and then back into the situation and they’re animals again, back and forth, back and forth.  I think at 
some point things are going to wobble a bit and you’re going to snap.  You forget that you’re dealing 
with human beings.  Twenty years later you really understand that you’ve killed another human being 
and you have to deal with that sorrow.  Right there on the spot that numbness is a way I think that 
allows the soldier to do basically what we’ve asked that soldier to do. 
 
Miller: I remember you talking about this in the studio and you were saying, No you are at war, you are 
compromising the moral norms of the society that you live in and then it becomes I think I hear you 
saying quite confusing to move back and forth between that. 
 
Marlantes: I mean we used to go to war; there was an actual movement to a separate physical space. 
My father got on a troop ship during World War II and it took him a month to get there and it took him a 
month to get back.  Then he was back here. Today, you’ve got  cell phones, the Internet I mean the 
confusion of the two spaces is much more difficult psychologically to deal with and then like I said, 
coming back record in and how many more towards my going to do and going back to doing another 
two are coming back saying, “how many more tours am I going to do?” and them going back and doing 
another tour I think we have moved into a way of doing war that is very different than we have done for 
thousands of years.  I used to be that you’d go off to war and in fact the chief of the tribe would go with 
you, everybody would come back, the whole community was involved. Our community is not involved 
anymore.  These kids go over there basically without us really caring, we borrow the money from the 
Chinese to fight the war.  We’ve got to start thinking about being responsible for the fact that we are all 
involved this and these terrible things happen we instead just say oh well that guy did it.  We have to 
take more responsibility and say how are we going to try and help these people, t what are we going to 
do about this as a nation.  I think that this is a real wakeup call this tragedy.  
 
Miller:  We are talking to you in Washington State; he was out of a base in the state of Washington are 
you anywhere near there? 
 
Marlantes: Yeah, it’s probably about 60-80 miles from here. 
 
Miller: I just wondered what the discussion is been like there so close to the base. 
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Marlantes: I think it has been very similar to all across the country, it’s like what happened?  What do 
you do with someone who people are pretty sure snapped? You can't let something like this go 
unpunished.  You can’t just say, oh I’m sorry he snapped and let him go.  People here are in fact 
wrestling with a very deep moral issue that has no easy answer. It is unlikely in my opinion, that the guy 
had pre-meditated some sort of murder it is unlikely. But if not premeditated and it is psychological 
snapping now what?  Now what do you do?  

 
Miller: I know because I mean, how do you find justice for everyone involved, the families of the people 
that were killed, the soldier who allegedly committed the crime, with all of the complexities we just 
talked about? 
 
Marlantes: Exactly I think that, that’s in fact what’s facing us as a nation with something that is such a 
conundrum, a very difficult thing to work out and the only thing that I can think of have to remember 
our compassion.  I hear people saying we should give him the death penalty. I think he’s got to be 
punished because we cannot allow people to get away with this sort of thing and there has to be some 
sort of a civilizing force that says that you can’t just go in and do these sorts of things.  That helps, it 
actually helps.  You cannot punish without an enormous amount of compassion.  This could've 
happened to anybody, he was the first one. A race driver at Daytona gets into a crash and we say ah well 
he must have wanted to kill another person, the logic is wrong and I think that whatever happens we 
need to do it with a heavy heart. 
 
Miller:  Karl it's a pleasure, it always to talk with you has to talk with you. Thank you so much for the 
time today.  Karl Marlantes is a writer and novelist his newest book is called “What It's Like to Go to 
War.” A decorated Marine, he has received two purple hearts, giving us his perspective today on this 
latest news of the Afghan soldiers alleged to have killed people in Afghanistan. 
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Medicine 

 

 
On the Fink Frontier 
 
On February 2nd of this year I started acting and feeling different first thing in the morning.  I actually drove 
to a local breakfast spot-Yum’s, went in and up to the counter; but couldn’t remember why I was there.  
While the waiter behind the counter began typing my standard breakfast into the computer, I immediately 
turned around and left.  I proceeded to drive the wrong way on Minnetonka Boulevard.  Thankfully, I arrived 
home safely. 
 
My wife came down from the bedroom and noticed me confused, slurring my words and not making much 
sense. Fortunately, she insisted I go with her to the emergency room at Abbott Northwestern Hospital.   
 
The emergency crew took me immediately to radiology and tested me with a CT scan and MRI.  They 
determined I was having 2 strokes-both dry strokes-no bleeding, just blockage somewhere in my system.  
After my complete recovery with no symptoms of affects 2 days later they still had not diagnosed a specific 
cause or physiological/mental problems.  
 
I’ve been symptom free ever since and have passed a battery of tests by my internist, neurologist and my 
urologist! 
 
My doctors, as a precaution doubled my diabetes medicine-Onglyza and added 1 buffered aspirin every 
morning by my regimine.  I have also started taking a blood pressure medicine-Lisinaprill (5mg)-so far so 
good! 
 
My wife JoAnn was an angel thru-out this episode. Spending the night at the hospital and non-stop calls 
and visits! 
 



8 
 

 



9 
 

 

 



10 
 

 



11 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



12 
 

 

 

 



13 
 

 

 



14 
 

Animal conservation 

 

Hello –  
As one of our top supporters, I want to share with you the details of an upcoming rescue 
that will be taking place at the end of this month. 
 

 

Aftermath of the Ohio exotic animal tragedy –  

what happens to the others? 

The Wildcat Sanctuary is here to help. 

Like you, we were devastated as we heard the shots 

ring out that killed dozens of animals in Ohio last 

year.  These were animals that, through no fault of 

their own, were fleeing from cages that had 

imprisoned them for life.  Those few moments 

were their only taste of freedom. We so desperately 

wanted to help. 

Ohio has been one of the easiest states to own 

dangerous exotic animals.  Now, in order to 

prevent this tragedy from happening again, 

authorities are finally trying to change that.  Only 

weeks ago, The Wildcat Sanctuary was contacted for advice on how to shape new regulations 

there.  Since the Sanctuary played an integral role in getting tougher exotic animal laws passed in 

Minnesota in 2004, we have become a resource for other states as they pursue stricter 

guidelines.  The state’s goal is to prevent future tragedies, without displacing animals that are 

currently well cared for. 

But, there have been other calls, too.  We received a tearful call from an Ohio woman asking 

us to help her and her cats.  She is a USDA licensed owner who realizes what the future will 

mean for her and the animals she has in small cages in her backyard.  Though she’d like to 

provide more for these animals, she’s struggled financially, including a near foreclosure, to keep 

up and is fearful she can’t meet the regulations the new legislation will require.  She researched 

different sanctuaries and contacted The Wildcat Sanctuary because she felt we could offer what 

her animals deserved – a home for life, where they wouldn’t be uprooted again and where they 

would have the open space she couldn’t provide for them. 

http://www.wildcatsanctuary.org/wp-content/uploads/2012/02/Foreclosure-Threatens-to-Evict-Five-Exotic-Tigers-in-Ohio.pdf
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Sadly, the story of her animals and what they’ve been through is as heart wrenching as many of 

those who died that day in Zanesville, Ohio.  And, like most others, hers is not their first 

home.  Nikita, the tiger, and Tasha, the cougar, could be poster children of what it truly 

means to be a captive wild animal.  They deserve a place they can finally call home and the 

space to be wild at heart.  

 

These are the small cages Nikita and Tasha are living in now in Ohio. 

Meet Nikita 

Before arriving at her current home, Nikita 

was a white tiger cub bred and sold at a 

very young age, taken far too early from her 

mother.  She was expected to earn her keep by 

playing with people and posing for pictures – 

all for money.  When most outgrow this stage, 

they’re used to breed and bring other helpless 

cubs into the world to suffer the same fate – 

and bring in more money for their owner. 

Who was Nikita’s owner?  He was Sam 

Mazzola, an Ohio breeder, exhibitor, and ex-

convict.  Mazzola’s history of abusing 

animals was notorious and well 

documented.  He had been in prison for 

cocaine and steroid trafficking, was arrested for illegal gun possession and sentenced to court-

ordered anger management.  He claimed to have been arrested hundreds of times. 

And yet, in Ohio, it was perfectly legal for him to own some of the most dangerous exotics. 

Besides Nikita and other tigers, he owned bears, lions, wolves and coyotes and would proudly 

show off the 2000 stitches from injuries inflicted by his wild animals.  Nikita grew up in a small, 

http://www.wildcatsanctuary.org/wp-content/uploads/2012/02/Ohio-exotic-animal-exhibitor-unfit-to-be-licensed-by-USDA.pdf
http://www.wildcatsanctuary.org/wp-content/uploads/2012/02/Ohio-exotic-animal-exhibitor-unfit-to-be-licensed-by-USDA.pdf
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cement slab cage with a few other tigers and was forced to fight for her food.  She became 

dominant and dangerous. 

Mazzola’s animals were big business for him.  His bears were forced to bring in money, $1000 a 

fight, by wrestling people in bars, clubs and fairs.  He claimed that over 22,000 people had 

wrestled his bears since he started the business over 25 years ago.  He bragged about being a 

tiger/bear wrestler himself. 

But that part of his business ended in 2010, when Iroquois, one of Mazzola’s bears, mauled and 

killed a caretaker who suffered 600 wounds during the attack.  The victim’s family demanded 

Iroquois be put down and threatened to charge Mazzola with reckless homicide.  He then filed 

bankruptcy. 

But there were other ways Mazzola found to make money with exotics. He would travel around 

with them, putting on exhibits that would bring in over $20,000 per event.  Investigators claimed 

his employees used a bat on a tiger at one of his exhibits.  Could Nikita have suffered blows like 

this?  Sadly, we’ll never know the horrors she endured while with him. 

Last year, life changed for Nikita.  Mazzola died and his 

death was no less controversial.  He was found wearing a 

mask, chained and handcuffed to a waterbed, asphyxiated 

by a foreign object in his throat.  Authorities finally 

stepped in, divided up his animals, and sent them to other 

facilities. 

That’s how Nikita ended up at her second home.  Though 

she had a caretaker who claimed to care for her at 

Mazzola’s compound, he never visited her.  At 7 years old, 

she now lives alone in half of a 20×30 backyard cage, but still looks over her shoulder, fearful of 

what might happen to her.  She’s never had privacy before and adjustment has been hard for her. 

Tasha needs TWS too 

Tasha, the cougar’s, first home was sad, too.  At a young age, she 

was used for breeding.  She lived in a garage for 9 years but one 

day escaped through a hole in the roof.  Her owner didn’t report her 

escape, fearful Tasha would be killed.  But Tasha did finally return, 

scared and hungry.   

Now, Tasha is at her second home living in a 10×20 cage. 

Declawed by her first owner, it has left her tender footed and she 

also has vision problems. Her current owner says she trembles, 

shakes, and drools at the sound of machinery near her cage.  But 

with all she has gone through in her 11 years in captivity, she still 

craves attention from her human caregivers. 

http://www.wildcatsanctuary.org/wp-content/uploads/2012/02/Bear-mauls-caretaker-to-death-in-Ohio.pdf
http://www.wildcatsanctuary.org/wp-content/uploads/2012/02/Bear-mauls-caretaker-to-death-in-Ohio.pdf
http://www.wildcatsanctuary.org/wp-content/uploads/2012/02/Teen-handcuffed-Sam-Mazzola-to-waterbed.pdf
http://www.wildcatsanctuary.org/wp-content/uploads/2012/02/Teen-handcuffed-Sam-Mazzola-to-waterbed.pdf
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We need your help to bring Nikita and Tasha to The Wildcat 

Sanctuary 

Thankfully, Ohio is finally ready to pass new laws that will impact ownership of wild animals, 

though a total ban on breeding would be ideal.  The owner, who took Nikita and Tasha in last 

year, realizes this and is concerned for her animals’ future.  She and her husband researched to 

find the best possible home for them. 

They are 800 miles away, which means 28 hours of driving to get them to the Sanctuary.  I’m 

sure you’ve all heard the latest news about gas prices climbing to record highs.  This will be the 

first of many expenses we’ll face.   We have several weeks to work on arrangements for 

them.  We’re busily preparing habitats that will finally let them enjoy the wide open spaces and 

freedom they’ve always longed for – and deserved. 

Your past support has helped us provide so many second chances for animals like Nikita and 

Tasha.  Thank you for all you have done.  I know many of you have initiated this year’s Miracle 

Match program which will go a long way in helping all of our residents.  If you haven’t given 

and would like to contribute to the transport or initial enclosure cost of for Nikita and Tasha, 

please don’t hesitate to contact me.  Our overall goal is $30,000. 

I’ll be sending you more information as the rescue gets closer.  

 

Tammy Thies 
Director 
The Wildcat Sanctuary 
WildcatSanctuary.org  
PO Box 314 
Sandstone, MN 55072 
320-245-6871 
  
They will never know freedom. 
Can they at least know compassion? 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.wildcatsanctuary.org/
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From Ullas Karanth, Wildlife Conservation Society-India 
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ANIMAL WORLD 

 
In a zoo in California, a mother tiger gave birth to a rare set of triplet tiger cubs.  
  
Unfortunately, Due to complications in the pregnancy, the cubs were born prematurely and due to their tiny 
size, they died shortly after birth.  
  
The mother tiger after recovering from the delivery, suddenly started to decline in health, Although 
physically she was fine.  
  
The veterinarians felt that the loss of her litter had caused the tigress to fall into a depression.  

The doctors decided that if the tigress 
could surrogate another mother's 
cubs, perhaps she would improve.  
  
After checking with many other zoos 
across the country, the depressing 
news was that there were no tiger 
cubs of the right age to introduce to 
the mourning mother.  
  
The veterinarians decided to try 
something that had never been tried in 
a zoo environment. Sometimes a 
mother of one species will take on the 
care of a different species.  
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The only orphans' that could be found quickly, were a litter of weanling pigs. The zoo keepers and vets  
wrapped the piglets in tiger skin and placed the babies around the mother tiger...  
 
Would they become cubs or pork chops? 
Take a look... you won't believe your eyes. 
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Patient Pets 

 Photographs by Sher Stoneman 

Text By Meleah Maynard-University of Minnesota Alumni Magazine-Spring 2012 

 

About 100 dogs and cats visit the University of Minnesota’s Small Animal Hospital 

every day, where they receive state-of-the-art veterinary medical care. 

 

 

Above: Muggins, an Old English sheepdog, had surgery last year for hip dysplasia but fell at home during 
his recovery and fractured his femur. He’s been in rehab since September, walking in the hydro tank to 
strengthen his leg and hip muscles and receiving laser treatments on his hips. The hydro tank is full of 
warm, chlorinated water and has a treadmill on the floor. Muggins has progressed to walking 0.8 miles per 
hour for three 9-minute sets. 



25 
 

Many patients dread the hard work of physical therapy. But Sushi, a 10-year-old chocolate-and-red dachshund, always gets 

excited when he arrives at the rehabilitation clinic at the University of Minnesota’s Small Animal Hospital. “He knows he’ll get to 

see other dogs and eat a lot of treats,” says Sushi’s owner, Nicole Kanne of St. Paul. Stroking Sushi’s side, she pops snacks into 

the dachshund’s mouth and talks to him in a soft voice as he lies on a table where he receives a neuromuscular stimulation 

treatment on his hind legs.It’s been two and a half months since Kanne called Sushi to go outside and noticed he was dragging 

his back legs. “We brought him here immediately,” she says, and Sushi was diagnosed with degenerating discs. “They did spinal 

surgery right away because they said time was of the essence.” Sushi’s recovery has been slow, but weekly (twice weekly) 

treatments along with exercises and laser therapy have put Sushi well on his way to recovery. 

 

Rehabilitation is one of 16 board-certified specialties practiced by 60 veterinary medicine specialists at the Small Animal 

Hospital, which is the biggest and busiest of the 20 veterinary teaching hospitals in the United States. Other specialties include 

neurology, cardiology, anesthesiology, dermatology, and oncology. “It’s our research mission that really sets us apart,” says Dr. 

David Lee, director of the University’s Veterinary Medical Center, which includes the small and large animal hospitals, as well as 

the satellite equine hospital in Maple Plain.  

 

“We’re not just providing veterinary medicine,” Lee says. “We’re creating it and teaching it so others can use what we’ve learned 

here, and that’s the exciting part.” Competition for admission to the University’s College of Veterinary Medicine is fierce: Just 

under 1,000 people applied for 100 open spots in 2011. Currently, 384 students are enrolled in the college, and about 44 percent 

of the students in the class of 2011 focused their studies on small animals.  
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Millie, hospital director 
Dr. David Lee’s 3-year-old pug, became an unhappy patient at the Small Animal Hospital in September after she ate almost an entire pack of 
sugar-free gum. Xylitol, a sweetener in the gum, can cause liver damage in dogs. Veterinary technician Monique Rambo cared for Millie 
while vomiting was induced, and Millie eventually threw up 31 pieces of gum.  

Open since 1983 on the University’s St. Paul campus, the Small Animal Hospital is a nonprofit supported 

primarily by fees charged for services, though some state funding helps offset the teaching aspect of its 
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mission. “Money spent here is used to directly support veterinary medicine in the state by teaching 

students, driving research, and doing outreach,” Lee notes, adding that 62 percent of practicing 

veterinarians in the state graduated from the college.  

 

Jillmarie Stich (left) of Minneapolis brought Samantha, a 7-year-old beagle, to the Small Animal Hospital 

after years of failed attempts to solve the dog’s skin allergy problems. Dr. Sandra Koch (M.S. ’03), right, 

an assistant clinical specialist in dermatology, discusses treatment options, including antibiotics and a 

new hypoallergenic shampoo, and removes a skin lesion to test it for bacteria. 

 
Jillmarie Stich of Minneapolis brought Samantha, a 7-year-old beagle, to the Small Animal Hospital after years of failed 
attempts to solve the dog’s skin allergy problems. Dr. Sandra Koch (M.S. ’03), right, an assistant clinical specialist in 
dermatology, discusses treatment options, including antibiotics and a new hypoallergenic shampoo, and removes a 
skin lesion to test it for bacteria. 

 

 

 

The Small Animal Hospital records about 32,000 visits annually. Patients come primarily from the Twin 

Cities metro area, but the specialized treatment offered at the University also draws pet owners from 

around the country, and even the world. In the past few years, for example, a cat from North Dakota 
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received treatment for mammary cancer, a dog from Florida had heart surgery, and a dog from India had 

orthopedic surgery followed by rehabilitation. In the third case, the dog’s owner, Ratan N. Tata, chairman 

of the India-based business conglomerate the Tata Group, was so pleased with the treatment his dog 

received he established the Tata Group Chair in Veterinary Orthopedic Surgery. The gift will also be used 

to advance veterinary education in India by creating an exchange program with the Karnataka Veterinary 

College in Bangalore.  
Right: Kelly Gasper (left) adopted Uno, a calico cat, in South Africa several years 
ago and brought her back to Minnesota, where the cat now lives with Gasper’s 
mother. On a recent visit to her mother’s, Gasper noticed Uno was ailing, with 
swollen limbs and belly, and brought her to the Small Animal Hospital. Uno’s kidneys 
aren’t functioning properly, and the medical staff believes she has nephrotic 
syndrome, a type of renal failure in which the kidneys leak protein from the blood into 
the urine. Dr. Kristin Schafgans (D.V.M. ’08), right, a resident in internal medicine, 
listens to Uno’s heart.  
 
Below: Ultrasound images of Uno’s kidneys help the doctors diagnose the cat’s 
health problem. 
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Local veterinarians often refer pet owners to the U’s Small Animal Hospital, though people may bring 

their sick or injured pets to the hospital without a referral too. And sometimes animals end up at the U 

hospital in dramatic fashion. Just over a year ago, the hospital opened its Animal Trauma Center (ATC), 

offering state-of-the-art emergency care to dogs and cats that are triaged and treated by a team of critical 

care specialists. Considered efficient and highly successful, the ATC’s treatment model is currently being 

adopted by the American College of Veterinary Emergency Critical Care Specialists.  

 

“We frequently have clients say, ‘Gee, I don’t take this good of care of myself,’  ” says Lee, acknowledging 

the costs associated with specialized veterinary care. “But the people who come here typically want to 

know they’ve done everything they could for their animals.” In some cases, Lee points out, that may mean 

opting to do nothing. “An awful lot of pet owners don’t realize they have the option to see a specialist,” he 

explains. “Here, we offer a lot of possible alternatives for treatment and people can decide for themselves 

that they want to do.”  

 

 

Above and left: Sophie, a yellow Labrador retriever, is put under anesthesia in order to undergo dental work, including a crown and teeth 
cleaning, by Dr. Wade Gingerich, a third-year resident in dentistry and oral surgery. College of Veterinary Medicine students Ann Kinsley 
(left) and Jean Kim look on while veterinary medicine student Jen Gallus monitors Sophie while under anesthesia. 
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Below: Jennifer Marcus Newton of St. Paul brings her rescued greyhound Ryan to the Small Animal Hospital every day for radiation 
treatment following surgery to remove a cancerous facial tumor. The two were photographed on day 14 of 22 days of treatment. Before 
each treatment, Ryan must be sedated so that he lies still during the procedure. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Meleah Maynard (B.A. ’91), a Minneapolis-based freelance writer, and photographer Sher Stoneman 

(B.A. ’87), based in St. Paul, worked together at the Minnesota Daily. 
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Holocaust 

Minnesota teachers grapple with lessons from the Holocaust 
By Rose French-StarTribune-March 3, 2012 

Training seminars are helping teachers recount the horrors of genocide to increasingly diverse classes. 
 

Kacie Holcomb moves slowly through galleries, contemplating exhibits that leave her stunned: Jewish 
concentration camp prisoners in striped uniforms. Black-and- white photos of emaciated survivors. Photos 
of lifeless bodies -- men, women and children who didn't make it out of the nightmarish camps. 
 
"If we don't remember what happened, all of those people died in vain," said Holcomb, a social studies 
teacher from Fergus Falls, who toured the U.S. Holocaust Memorial Museum in Washington with students 
last week. "If we remember them, we're honoring their lives and families and the suffering they endured." 
For teachers like Holcomb, trying to explain the Jewish Holocaust to students is one of the most tortuous 
lessons they'll ever face in the classroom. And yet the atrocities of Nazi-occupied Europe some 70 years 
ago matter today as much as ever, as Minnesota classrooms grow more diverse and include children of 
refugee families escaping war and other strife. 
 
Like Holcomb, a growing number of teachers in Minnesota and nationwide are turning to Jewish groups for 
help in understanding and teaching this complex and horrific subject. 
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Last year, more than 500 teachers and other educators from Minnesota participated in seminars offered by 
the Jewish Community Relations Council of Minnesota and the Dakotas (JCRC). The council also takes 
students and teachers like Holcomb on an annual trip to the Holocaust museum. 
 
"Students from war-torn countries -- from issues of racism or bigotry or prejudice -- there's something that's 
documented in the Holocaust curriculum that you can go back to and learn from," said Laura Zelle, director 
of Tolerance Minnesota, the JCRC's education arm. 
 
Zelle said teachers are looking for resources beyond textbooks -- the latest in memoirs, articles, multimedia 
and other materials -- to help them teach the subject. 
 
Adding urgency is the fact that a generation of Holocaust survivors is now passing away, leaving few 
eyewitnesses who can give personal accounts. 
 
Teachers say, "Let's make sure we give this to students now while we still have the witnesses to talk to 
them," said Peter Fredlake, director of National Outreach for Teacher Initiatives with the Holocaust 
museum. 
 
Lessons of war 
Even as World War II recedes from the memory of living Americans, its lessons remain important, said Dan 
Wildeson, director of the Center for Holocaust and Genocide Education at St. Cloud State University. 
"There is a growing interest in trying to find ... lessons from history, particularly the Holocaust, that would 
help us reflect upon the kinds of social dynamics we encounter right now ... immigration, same-sex 
orientation. I think the Holocaust provides a prism for looking at some of these other tensions." 
 
Wildeson led a group of about 25 St. Cloud students who took part in the council's trip to the museum 
Tuesday. 
 
Teachers are seeking "lesson plans, images, techniques ... to open up a conversation about ... these 
extraordinarily difficult and tragic events," Wildeson said. 
 
Six states have passed legislation mandating that the Holocaust be taught in the classroom: Illinois, New 
York, New Jersey, Indiana, California and Florida. In most states, social studies standards explicitly 
mention the Holocaust as a topic of study, including in Minnesota for seventh to 12th grades, according to 
Fredlake. 
 
Eleanor Minnema, an English teacher at Humboldt Secondary School in St. Paul, teaches Elie Wiesel's 
seminal work "Night," based on his experience as a prisoner at concentration camps. Among her students 
are the Hmong and the Karen, an ethnic minority in conflict with the government in Myanmar. Most of the 
estimated 5,000 Karen in Minnesota came from refugee camps in Thailand. 
 
"We couched it ["Night"] in a bigger unit on genocide," said Minnema, who was among the nearly 50 
educators who last month attended a daylong JCRC training session at the Orono School District office. "I 
had one student who was Cambodian, and she researched the Cambodian genocide. We touched on the 
Armenian genocide. The forced famine with Stalin. Rwanda, Darfur. We tried to get a blend of areas in the 
world to show how genocide is still a modern issue." 
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Survivors share stories  
Besides the JCRC in Minnesota, other Jewish groups across the country help educators teach the 
Holocaust. The museum itself is one of the largest providers of such training, reaching between 4,000 and 
5,000 educators a year, Fredlake said. 
 
"It is a sensitive topic," he said. "By bringing this into the classroom, you're bringing in material that could 
be upsetting to kids. Especially now, we have immigrants from Southeast Asia, Africa, South and Central 
America, whose families may very well have ... been victims of the kinds of crimes against humanity you 
learn about in the Holocaust. It's really making teachers sensitive." 

 
Neil Anderson, a social studies teacher at South High School in Minneapolis, has participated in the 
council's training seminar and has gone on 17 of the council's museum trips. This year, he brought nine 
South students with him. 
 
A key lesson Anderson learned early was to incorporate survivors' testimonies. For years, they've come to 
his classroom and recounted their stories. 
 
"You can throw around numbers -- 6 million this, 100,000 that, 10,000 this," Anderson said. "But each 
number is a person that had a life. 
 
"I've seen kids listen to a survivor relate their story and explode out of the desk at the end and want to give 
them a hug. I've seen kids openly cry in a high school classroom. It's just amazing what you see." 
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Philanthropy 
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The arts 

 
The Tracy Awards for were adjudicated on February 13th and the winners were announced in conjuction 
with the Viva City Fine Arts Festival on March 7th. 
 
This Year’s winners were: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1st Jane Thompson 
SW High 
Teacher: Cecily Spano 
 
 
2nd place  Maddy Johns 
SW High 
Teacher: Cecily Spano 
 
3rd Place 
Storm Artio 
Henry High 
Teacher: Andrea Rose 
 
 
Marisa Erickson 
South High 
Teacher: Dennis Sponsler 
 
Eduardo Sanchez Beltran 
Roosevelt High 
Teacher: Anton Daisa 
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Gas Station, Palm Springs, CA, USA, 1997 

 

 
ROBERT POLIDORI: WORLD INVENTORY 

NOW ON VIEW 

Weinstein Gallery is pleased to present Robert Polidori: 
World Inventory, a selection of 18 large format color 
photographs taken by the internationally acclaimed 

photographer Robert Polidori.  In each of his bodies of 
work, Polidori captures the color palette of the location and records the fragile beauty of 
the history that surrounds him. At Versailles, he reveals a chateau where dust coats the 

floors, paintings wait to be hung and velvet coverings hang loose from their walls.  In 
Beirut, daylight floods rooms where richly pigmented walls have been reduced to rubble. 
On view in this exhibition are photographs taken in California, New York City, Chicago, 
Shanghai, Beirut, Havana, Brasilia, Italy and France, images shot by Polidori over a 25-

year period. 
 
 

Below is recent press on the exhibition in the Minneapolis Star Tribune (Friday, 
February 24, 2012). 

 
 
 

 

 
Weinstein Gallery 

908 West 46th Street 
Minneapolis, MN 55419 

612-822-1722 
www.weinstein-gallery.com 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.weinstein-gallery.com/
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Off Broadway Welcomes ‘Old Jews Telling 

Jokes’ 

By Adam W. Kepler-March 12, 2012-New York Times 

 

One would be hard pressed to find a more honestly titled theater production than “Old Jews 

Telling Jokes,” an new Off Broadway show that promises to reinvent classic Jewish jokes and 

perform them on stage. Co-created by the authors Peter Gethers and Daniel Okrent and directed 

by Marc Bruni (“Fanny”), the project is inspired by the Web site oldjewstellingjokes.com which, 

true to its name, hosts videos of older Jewish raconteurs telling some of their favorite jokes. 

In a telephone interview, Mr. Okrent explained how the concept behind the site became a stage 

production. Mr. Gethers had the notion of an Off Off Broadway show that was a cabaret act. 

That idea evolved into its current, and more theatrical, form in which Broadway actors will 

perform the jokes, complete with costumes. “It is a real set and like all good Jewish operations 

the furniture will have plastic slipcovers,” Mr. Okrent said. “It’s not standup. We’ve taken jokes 

and turned them into little playlets.” 

The show will also feature songs — old and new — and pay tribute to comedy giants of the past 

and present. Previews are to begin on May 1, with an opening scheduled for May 20 at the 

Westside Theater. Casting has not been announced. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://oldjewstellingjokes.com/
http://artsbeat.blogs.nytimes.com/
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humor 

GROUCHO & COMPANY 
Or 

The Marx of Time* 
 

Groucho, Harpo, and Chico 
Were the only Marxist party 
America ever took to heart. 

 
While Caesar divided Gaul into 

Three parts, the three Marxes merely 
Unleashed it…teaching Caesar to  

Beware the Ides of Marx. 
 

The lecherous leader of  
These men from Marx was 

Groucho-their home-grown King Leer. 
 

Groucho was also the only 
Literary Brother-a regular 

Book Marx in comic clothing. 
 

Together their socialism of silliness 
Seldom missed the Marx-a  

Depression team treating various forms of 
Depression ever since. 

 
Truly, these are Marx of Time! 

 
 
 

*The author appreciates being given this forum for his re-marx. (Wes Gehring) 
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In April of 1961, the inimitable Groucho Marx received 
a glossy annual report from the Franklin Corporation, a 
company in which he had recently become an investor. 
After flicking through the report, Groucho had some 
concerns, and so wrote the following letter to the 
company's President, Herman Goodman, to inform 
him. 
 
April 24, 1961 
 
Dear Mr Goodman: 

 
I received the first annual report of the Franklin Corporation and though I am not an expert at reading balance sheets, 
my financial advisor (who, I assure you, knows nothing) nodded his head in satisfaction. 
 
You wrote that you hope I am not one of those borscht circuit stockholders who get a few points' profit and hastily 
scram for the hills. For your information, I bought Alleghany Preferred eleven years ago and am just now disposing of 
it. 
 
As a brand new member of your family, strategically you made a ghastly mistake in sending me individual pictures of 
the Board of Directors. Mr Roth, Chairman of the Board, merely looks sinister. You, the President, look like a hard 
worker with not too much on the ball. No one named Prosswimmer can possibly be a success. As for Samuel A. 
Goldblith, PhD., head of Food Technology at MIT, he looks as though he had eaten too much of the wrong kind of 
fodder. 
 
At this point I would like to stop and ask you a question about Marion Harper Jr. To begin with, I immediately distrust 
any man who has the same name as his mother. But the thing that most disturbs me about Junior is that I don't know 
what the hell he's laughing at. Is it because he sucked me into this Corporation? This is not the kind of face that 
inspires confidence in a nervous and jittery stockholder. 
 
George S. Sperti, I dismiss instantly. Any man who is the President of an outfit called Institutum Divi Thomae will 
certainly bear watching. Is he trying to impress stockholders with his knowledge of Latin? If so, why doesn't he read, 
"Winnie ille Pu"? James J. Sullivan, I am convinced, is Paul E. Prosswimmer photographed from a different angle. 
 
Offhand, I would say that I have summed up your group fairly accurately. I hope, for my sake, that I am mistaken. 
 
In closing, I warn you, go easy with my money. I am in an extremely precarious profession whose livelihood depends 
upon a fickle public. 
 
Sincerely yours, 
 
Groucho Marx 
(temporarialy at liberty) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Groucho_Marx
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A birthday card received….. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

If all you’re thinking about is how 

much potassium she’s getting, 

you’re older than I thought! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The rebirth of Ernest Hemingway 
and his female chiropractor! 
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The longer you've been married, the funnier this becomes! 

 

 

 
  
  

 
An elderly married couple was at home watching TV. 
 
The husband had the remote and was switching back and forth between the 
motorcycle racing and the porn channel. 
  
The wife became more and more annoyed and finally said: 
"For god's sake! Leave it on the porn channel. You already know how to ride a 
motorbike !!!" 
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The Psychiatrist and the Proctologist 

  

Best friends graduated from medical school at the same time and decided that, in 
spite of two different specialties, they would open a practice together to share 
office space and personnel.  
 

Dr. Smith was the psychiatrist and Dr. Jones was the proctologist; they put up a 
sign reading: "Dr. Smith and Dr. Jones: Hysterias and Posteriors".  
 

The town council was livid and insisted they change it.  
 

So, the docs changed it to read: 
"Schizoids and Hemorrhoids".  
 

This was also not acceptable, so 
they again changed the sign. 
"Catatonics and High Colonics" – 
No go.  
 

Next, they tried "Manic Depressives 
and Anal Retentives" - thumbs 
down again.  
Then came "Minds and Behinds" -
still no good.  
 

Another attempt resulted in "Lost 
Souls and Butt Holes" - 
unacceptable again!  
So they tried "Analysis and Anal 
Cysts" - not a chance.  
 

"Nuts and Butts" - no way.  
 

"Freaks and Cheeks" -still no good.  
 

"Loons and Moons" - forget it.  
 

Almost at their wit's end, the docs finally came up with:  
"Dr. Smith and Dr. Jones - Specializing in Odds and Ends".  
 

Everyone loved it.  

 
 
 

http://www.sodahead.com/entertainment/the-hunger-games-called-the-next-twilight-best-fantasy-franchise/question-2535883/
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MAN'S ASS OPENS CAR TRUNK! 
 
Minneapolis, MN - 
  
Mechanics found that a human ass was responsible for automatically opening the car trunk of local 
insurance legend, Gary Fink, every time he entered his car (2008 Cadillac STS). 
 
After exploring every mechanical possibility with professional auto experts, it was initially concluded 
that the car must be inhabited by a yet-to-be-identified ghost or spirit. 
Producers of the "Paranormal Activity" movie series rushed from Hollywood in an attempt to purchase 
the rights to the movie script about this frightening phenomenon. 
 
 
After grueling negotiations with the producers, Gary finally admitted that he traditionally carried his car 
key (including his trunk remote control) in his right rear pocket. Ultimately, whenever he sat down in the 
driver's seat of his Cadillac, the trunk button on the key fob was pressed, popping the trunk wide open. 
  
Gary was bitterly disappointed at the final discovery, since the he was attempting to sell his "possessed 
automobile" 
on eBay for twice its original retail price...including tax and license. Thus far, the leading bid had been 
issued by Jerry Van Dyke, former star of the 1960's television comedy, "My Mother The Car." 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Upon learning that he had been traded to the 
New York Jets,Tim Tebow exclaimed, “There is 
no God!” 
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Opinion 

 

FORGIVENESS, HOPE WIN OUT OVER CRIME IN JUVENILE COURT 
By Jon Tevlin-StarTribune-March 17, 2012  
 

 
 
Sally Packard had waited seven months to get the chance to talk to the teenager who stole her car, and with it 
some of her independence. 
 
The car, a 1989 Dodge, wasn't worth much. But it was important to Packard, 76, because she needed it to 
drive to mass at the Church of St. Peter in Richfield every morning. It also got her to doctors appointments at 
Hennepin County Medical Center three times a week. 
 
When Packard finally got to meet the boy, 17, in Hennepin County Juvenile Court recently, she started with a 
quote:"When we forgive, we don't deny the hurt that we have received. We don't deny that it was wrong, but we 
acknowledge that there is more to the offender than the offense." 
 
Already, Packard had the boy's attention. But she also had the attention of Judge Kathryn Quaintance and the 
lawyers and court staff in the room. 
 
Packard went on to tell how she was called to the impound lot several days after the car was stolen and found 
it totaled and filled with garbage. Her driver's license was gone, along with religious books and a rosary given 
to Packard by her mother. 
 
Then Packard talked about being a foster mom for about 50 kids, many of them who had been abused and 
neglected, and how much she empathized with the young man standing before her in court. 
 
"I personally know most of these kids have not been parented, and maybe their parents haven't either, or 
maybe they got into the wrong crowd, or got into drugs," she said. 
 
"I would like [the teen] to know that I pray for him and the other two [boys who were with him] daily, and that it 
is not too late for them," Packard continued. "I would also like these boys to think of their own families. Would 
they want their families to experience what I have?" 
 
"Again, please let [the boy] know that I sincerely care about him, and I am praying for his redirection and 
rehabilitation," she said. "A good life awaits him, if he will just choose a new path. God bless." 
Packard then asked the judge if she could give the young man two stones. One said "Hope," the other said, "A 
special prayer for you." 
 
The young man took the stones, and began to sob. 
 
"The hurt, I never thought of that," said the teen. "I'm really sorry. I regret this decision. I'm sorry for all of the 
hurt that I caused you." 
 
"I care. Lots of people care about you," said Packard. 
 
Then Packard did something none of the people in the courtroom had seen before, she hugged the person who 
had upset her life. He squeezed her hard and sobbed. 
 

http://www.startribune.com/bios/10646081.html
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By now, everyone in the courtroom was crying. For years, many of them had watched hardened, defiant kids 
and angry, vindictive victims. But nothing like this. 
 
Judge Quaintance, known to be stern and no-nonsense, finally spoke from the bench. 

 
"I think many of us have been doing this work for a very, very long time, and I have never seen such a powerful 
moment in my career," Quaintance said. 
 
"The [teen's] recognition that you had an impact on somebody, that this is not an anonymous hurt, this is a 
personal hurt," said the judge. "[It] just so happened that you by chance chose as a victim somebody who can 
change your life." 
 
After court, Quaintance was so moved, she sent me an e-mail: "It was the genuine concern and love for this kid 
who stole her car that blew us all away," wrote Quaintance. "It was a miracle." 
 
Packard did not want the teen to pay restitution for her car because he'd lost his job. He did have to pay $500 
for another charge, something that worried Packard. 
 
A few days after the court hearing, Packard sat in her small Minneapolis home and talked about the 
experience. "When the police told me [the car thieves] were underage, I just kept praying for them," she said. 
She recalled the hurt in the teen's eyes as she spoke in court. "He was hugging me so hard I couldn't believe 
it," Packard said. "I felt everybody in that room was affected. I'm not sure what happened, but I call it a spiritual 
moment. That was God." 
 
Packard said she knows judges and lawyers toil away without praise, and often get jaded because they deal 
daily with violence and sorrow. 
 
"There is often so much disillusionment," she said. "I found myself thinking that everybody there needed this. 
Everybody needed the kind of attention that boy got. We all need some source of value in our lives." 
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MACALASTER COLLEGE PRESIDENT: Appalled by Rick Santorum 
 By Brian Rosenberg-StarTribune-February 28, 2012 

 
 
The unexpected rise of Rick Santorum in the Republican presidential field has provoked more than a few 
questions about how to respond to assertions that seem to test the limits of both democracy and truth. 
For me, one of the most interesting questions bears directly upon my own responsibilities as president of a 
college. Under what circumstances and to what extent should a college or university president speak 
directly to political issues and even speak publicly on particular political candidacies? 
 
The rule of thumb has for quite some time been that on such matters presidents had best remain silent. 
One of the chief jobs of a college leader is to raise money from alumni and other constituencies. 
 
The political views of those groups are likely to be diverse, and silence is therefore preferable to the risk of 
alienating or aggravating any significant group of potential donors. Fiduciary responsibility requires political 
restraint. 
 
More important (or at least more noble) is the argument about the preservation of academic freedom on a 
campus. College and universities should be places where all civil and reasonable views on important 
issues can be expressed and debated, and a president who takes a public stand on too many of these 
issues risks stifling debate. 
 
As usual, Bill Bowen, former president of both Princeton University and the Andrew Mellon Foundation, put 
this best: "The university should be the home of the critic, welcoming and respectful of every point of view; 
it cannot serve this critically important function if it becomes the critic itself, coming down on one side or 
another of controversial issues." 
 
To the extent that the president, appropriately or not, is often seen as the personal embodiment of the 
institution, a politicized presidency risks creating an unhealthily politicized college. 
By and large I am a firm believer in the soundness of both of these arguments. But the Santorum 
candidacy, in my view, provokes the question of whether there are limits to their validity -- that is, is there a 
set of circumstances under which the responsibility to speak out trumps the responsibility to remain publicly 
neutral or silent? 

http://www.mellon.org/
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I believe the answer to that question is yes, and I believe the circumstances are these: When a policy or an 
argument or a political platform -- or a candidate -- is antithetical or threatening to the fundamental 
educational mission of the institution, then in my view it is the responsibility of the president to say so 
publicly. 
 
Put another way, silence in the face of such threats is a failure of leadership. The next question to be asked 
is whether Santorum -- or if one prefers to be less personal, let us say the set of views articulated by 
Santorum, perhaps imagined collectively as Santorumness or Santorumosity -- qualifies as such a threat. 
Let me choose two examples of recent Santorum statements that I believe suggest strongly that this is so. 
In a well-documented speech in Steubenville, Ohio, this man who would be president asserted that global-
warming claims were based on "phony studies" and that climate science was in fact only "political science." 
"When it comes to the management of the earth, they"--I'm not sure if this refers to all Democrats, all 
climate scientists, or all those who believe in evidence-- "are the anti-science ones. We are the ones who 
stand for science, and technology." 
 
Could there be any more direct threat than this to the very foundations of education: the ability to formulate 
arguments based on evidence, to use language with precision, to think critically and analytically? 
This is not first and foremost about climate change; it is about the responsible and appropriate use of 
words, facts and ideas. Even those who challenge the findings of climate science should be able to 
acknowledge that its practitioners are scientists. 
 
To concede that Santorum's remarks are within the bounds of the appropriate is to concede that our work 
as educators is pretty much meaningless. 
 
One more (though there are so many from which to choose): In an interview several days ago with Glenn 
Beck, Santorum observed, "I understand why Barack Obama wants to send every kid to college, because 
of their indoctrination mills, absolutely. ... The indoctrination that is going on at the university level is a harm 
to our country." 
 
He has since repeated this claim in other contexts. 
 
It is not much of a stretch, I would submit, to see the claims that (1) wanting to see more students attend 
college is "elitist" and bad for our country and (2) colleges are merely indoctrination mills, as ones with 
which a college president should publicly disagree, and that a presidential candidate who makes such 
claims is at least as much a threat to our collective mission as any law or curt ruling. 
 
So with all due respect to my responsibilities as a fundraiser and as a guardian of open discourse on my 
campus, I am prepared to make the case that stating publicly that I am appalled by the views of Rick 
Santorum is not only my right but my responsibility. 
 
I am appalled by the views of Rick Santorum. 
 
Now excuse me while I go check on the water flow in the indoctrination mill on the northeast corner of the 
Macalester campus. 
 
Brian Rosenberg is the president of Macalester College in St. Paul. A version of this article was previously 
published by the Huffington Post. 

http://www.cleveland.com/politics/index.ssf/2012/02/santorum_calls_global_warming.html
http://www.macalester.edu/president/
http://www.macalester.edu/
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ONE-WAY WANTONNESS 
By Frank Bruni-New York Times- March 12, 2012 
 
Hussy. Harlot. Hooker.  
 
Floozy. Strumpet. Slut.  
 
When attacking a woman by questioning her sexual mores, there’s a smorgasbord of slurs, and you can 
take your rancid pick. Help me out here: where are the comparable nouns for men? What’s a male slut?  
A role model, in some cases. In others, a presidential candidate.  
 
“Gigolo” doesn’t have the acid or currency of “whore,” and the man with bedpost notches gets compliments. 
He’s a Casanova, a conquistador.  
 
The lady is a tramp.  
 
Nearly two weeks since Rush Limbaugh let loose on Sandra Fluke, equating her desire for insurance-
covered birth control with a prostitute’s demand for a fee, the wrangling over how awful that really was and 
whether it will truly haunt him continues.  
 
Advertisers bolted in protest; advertisers come and go all the time. It was the beginning of his end; it was 
ratings chum. He lost his way; he was Rush in Excelsis.  
 
One especially robust strand of commentary has focused on whether Limbaugh, a god of the far right, was 
smacked down for the kind of thing that less conservative men routinely get away with.  
 
In a spirited essay on The Daily Beast this past weekend, the novelist Paul Theroux joined many 
commentators in alleging liberal hypocrisy, of which there has indeed been some.  
 
And he said that provocative language is an essential part of public dialogue, arguing that you can’t recoil 
from its deployment against Fluke unless you want to forfeit its use elsewhere.  
 
“You have to give Limbaugh a pass,” he maintained, in order to preserve the right to call Newt Gingrich and 
Eric Cantor “pimps for Israel, and Rick Santorum a mental midget.”  
 
It’s an interesting point, but it ignores the precise type of language Limbaugh turned to and assumes an 
even playing field where one doesn’t exist.  
 
While both men and women are called idiots and puppets and frauds, only women are attacked in terms of 
suspected (or flat-out hallucinated) licentiousness. And only for women is there such a brimming, insidious 
thesaurus of accordant pejoratives.  
 
Decades after the dawn of feminism, despite the best efforts of everyone from Erica Jong to Kim Cattrall, 
women are still seen through an erotically censorious prism, and promiscuity is still the ultimate putdown.  
It’s antediluvian, and it’s astonishing. You’d think our imaginations would have evolved, even if our 
humanity hasn’t.  
 

http://www.thedailybeast.com/articles/2012/03/10/condemnation-of-rush-limbaugh-shows-our-hypocrisy.html
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Anthony Weiner may have been felled by his libido, but the weirdness of its expression and his 
recklessness were what people mainly balked at. Ditto for John Edwards. No one called them gigolos.  
You could argue that Limbaugh chose the slurs he did for Fluke simply because the context, a debate over 
contraception, was in part sexual.  
 
But there are examples aplenty of women being derided as sluts and prostitutes — two of his descriptions 
of Fluke — when sex is nowhere in the preamble, nowhere in the picture.  
 
Some involve Limbaugh himself. As Jane Fonda, Gloria Steinem and Robin Morgan noted in a recent 
editorial for CNN.com, he has referred to female cabinet members as “sex-retaries.”  
 
But look as well to Columbia University and what happened last week after President Obama, an alumnus, 
announced that he would give a commencement address at its all-women’s sister school, Barnard College, 
instead. A Columbia blog lit up with anti-Barnard rants, several stressing crude, tired sexual stereotypes. A 
few were apparently written by women.  
 
Last year the TV and radio host Ed Schultz hurled “slut” as an all-purpose insult at the right-wing 
commentator Laura Ingraham. He got a week’s suspension.  
 
Another radio host, John “Sly” Sylvester, used his Wisconsin talk show to savage the state’s lieutenant 
governor, Rebecca Kleefisch, as someone given to oral and group sex. This was just random invective, his 
special way of saying “I hate you.” He went unpunished.  
 
The impulse toward gross sexual caricatures of women is a sick tic without end.  
 
In 1992 the threat to Bill Clinton’s first presidential bid was a “bimbo eruption.” Note how the slur was 
assigned to the lubricious co-conspirator, not the lustful (and philandering) candidate.  
 
Two decades later, Amanda Knox wasn’t just an alleged killer but an alleged killer with supposedly kinky 
sexual habits, the latter presumably shedding light on the former.  
 
Just before the Hollywood producer and director Brett Ratner was dropped from taking charge of this year’s 
Oscars telecast, he went on a revoltingly sexist tear, saying that he insists that the women he becomes 
physically intimate with are examined first for transmissible diseases. He separately used an anti-gay 
epithet. His misogyny struck me as more florid than his homophobia, but if you followed the events closely, 
you sensed that the homophobia did him in. Only because his victim pool included men as well as women 
did the water get really hot.  
 
Back to Limbaugh: the lawyer Gloria Allred has called for his criminal prosecution, citing an obscure Florida 
statute. (Limbaugh does his radio show from West Palm Beach.) The statute says anyone who “speaks of 
and concerning any woman, married or unmarried, falsely and maliciously imputing to her a want of 
chastity” is committing a misdemeanor.  
 
Good thing it’s not a felony. The prisons might fill to bursting 
 
 
 

http://www.cnn.com/2012/03/10/opinion/fonda-morgan-steinem-limbaugh/index.html
http://cnn.com/
http://bwog.com/2012/03/03/breaking-obama-to-speak-at-barnards-commencement/
http://www.washingtonpost.com/lifestyle/style/ed-schultz-suspended-from-msnbc-after-calling-laura-ingraham-a-right-wing-slut/2011/05/26/AGOcV2BH_story.html
http://topics.nytimes.com/topics/reference/timestopics/people/k/amanda_knox/index.html
http://www.hollywoodreporter.com/race/brett-ratner-oscar-producer-258877
http://www.hollywoodreporter.com/race/brett-ratner-oscar-producer-258877
http://www.politico.com/news/stories/0312/73829.html
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DON’T TREAD ON US 
By Maureen Dowd-New York Times- March 13, 2012 

 
Hillary Clinton has fought for women’s rights around the world. But 
who would have dreamed that she would have to fight for them at 
home?  
 
“Why extremists always focus on women remains a mystery to me,” 
she told an adoring crowd at the Women in the World Summit at 
Lincoln Center on Saturday. “But they all seem to. It doesn’t matter 
what country they’re in or what religion they claim. They want to 
control women. They want to control how we dress. They want to 
control how we act. They even want to control the decisions we 
make about our own health and bodies.  
 
“Yes,” she continued to applause, “it is hard to believe that even here 
at home, we have to stand up for women’s rights and reject efforts to 
marginalize any one of us, because America needs to set an 

example for the entire world.”  
 
As secretary of state, Clinton is supposed to stay out of domestic politics. But this was a moment pregnant 
with possibility, a titanic clash of the Inevitable (Hillary) and the Indefensible (Republican cavemen).  
The attempt by Republican men to wrestle American women back into chastity belts has not only breathed 
life into President Obama, it has roused and riled Hillary. And that could turn out to be the most dangerous 
thing the wildly self-destructive G.O.P. leaders have done.  
 
In some kind of insane bout of mass misogyny, Republicans are hounding out the women voters — 
including Republicans and independents — who helped them gain control of the House in 2010.  
Senator Olympia Snowe, who’s fed up and leaving Congress, told The Washington Post’s Karen Tumulty 
that “it feels as if we are going back to another era,” warning that Republicans could drive women into 
Democratic arms. 
 
And whose arms would be more welcoming to the sisters than Hillary’s? The woman who has been 
mocked as “the sex-retary of state” by Rush Limbaugh would know just where to hit back.  
There has been fevered speculation about Hillary ascending. Patrick Caddell and Douglas Schoen 
suggested in The Wall Street Journal that President Obama should take “the moral high ground” and step 
aside for his secretary of state. Hillary, they argued sanguinely, could “break the gridlock in Washington.”  
It’s an amusing but absurd scenario.  
 
Al Hunt of Bloomberg News wrote this week that Hillary could waltz past Larry Summers into the 
presidency of the World Bank and that she is the automatic Democratic front-runner for 2016. My colleague 
Bill Keller suggested that she replace Joe Biden on the ticket in 2012 and demote him to Foggy Bottom: 
“Vice President Clinton would be a formidable asset in governing as well as campaigning, both as a political 
calculator and as an emissary to Capitol Hill. She has, to put it mildly, an ability to navigate the world of 
powerful, problematic men.”  
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She wouldn’t, however, be able to navigate past two powerful men who would find her elevation 
problematic: Obama and Biden. Although chatterers love to chat about the Joe-Hillary switch because 
she’s so much more compelling — and masterful — than the whole Republican field, it’s not on the radar 
screen at the White House. It would make the president seem weak, desperate and disloyal and get him a 
vice president who would pull focus and be a competitor. Besides, before he would go, Biden would 
handcuff himself to Bo.  
 
The Republican assault on women does, though, provide a glide path to the White House both for Obama 
in 2012 and Hillary in 2016.  
 
Women have watched a chilling cascade of efforts in Congress and a succession of states to turn women 
into chattel, to shame them about sex and curb their reproductive rights. They’ve seen the craven response 
of G.O.P. candidates after Limbaugh branded a law student wanting insurance coverage for birth control 
pills, commonplace for almost five decades, as a “prostitute” and “slut.”  
 
American women have suddenly realized that their 
emancipation in the 21st century is not as secure as they had 
assumed. On “Meet the Press” on Sunday, Gov. Bob 
McDonnell of Virginia, a Republican, had the gall to say this, 
justifying his support for a bill designed to humiliate women 
getting abortions by penetrating them with a wand to take a 
picture: “Every invasive procedure has an informed consent 
requirement.” What he really meant is that when abortion is an 
option, informed consent should require an invasive procedure. 
Along with Rick Santorum’s Taliban views, Mitt Romney 
suggested in an interview on Tuesday with a St. Louis TV 
station that to help balance the federal budget he would 
eliminate Planned Parenthood funding: “We’re going to get rid 
of that.”  
 
Women who assumed that electing Obama would lift all minority boats are beginning to think: Maybe he’s 
not enough. If the desire of these conservative male leaders to yoke women is this close to the surface, if 
they are perversely driven to debase women even though it could lead to their own political demise, then 
women may require more than Obama.  
 
If women are so vulnerable, they may need one of their own.  
Is she inevitable?  
 
 
 
 
 


